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THE PEACE MESSAGE TO USE WHEN PASSING ON THE LIGHT TO OTHERS

“World wide community and international friendship is a special concern of all Scouts and Guides. We are convinced that peace will only become a reality, as soon as each individual has his own peace, shares it with his community, his neighbour and the environment.

According to the ideas of Scouting and Guiding we want to remove the borders and barriers between nations and peoples through personal contacts to promote a peaceful and fear-free living together with different races, religions, cultures and political ideologies.

The chain of lights is not only a symbol for actively lived charity but also frankness, warmth and family. By passing on the Peacelight from Bethlehem we want to help to overcome the darkness caused by hate, egoism, materialism and resignation and to give happiness and participation.

The last message of our founder Baden-Powell states -

Try to leave the world a little better than you found it.

According to our Motto 'Once a Scout, always a Scout' and with the blessing of God we hope to do a little step to fulfil this motto by distributing the Peacelight from Bethlehem"

Sent from the Austrian Scouts and Guides, 

used throughout Europe and traveling on to North America, Canada and Mexico
Welcome and brief background of the history of the Peacelight.

LEADER:
Name
We are met in the spirit of thanksgiving and joy, for the Peacelight from Bethlehem, and what its travels mean to so many people in this and other countries.

May we know that God has them and the whole world in His hands, in that hope we sing:

1.
He's got the whole world in His hand

He's got the whole world in His hand

He's got the whole world in His hand

He's got the whole wide world in His hand.

2.
He's got you and me brother.

3.
He's got you and me sister.

4.
He's got everybody here.

5.
He's got the whole world.
READER 1: (from Isaiah)

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light. Those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, on them has light shined. Thou hast multiplied the nation, thou has increased its joy. They rejoice before thee as with joy at the harvest, as men when they divide the spoil.

For unto us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be upon his shoulder, and his name will be called "Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace". Of the increase of his government and of peace there will be no end. Upon the throne of David, and over this kingdom, to establish it, and to uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time forth and for evermore. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.

READER 2: (from Matthew)

You are like salt for all mankind. But if salt loses its saltiness, there is no way to make it salty again. It has become worthless, so it is thrown out and people trample on it. You are like light for the whole world. A city built on a hill cannot be hidden. No one lights a lamp and puts it under a bowl, instead he puts it on a lampstand, where it gives light for everyone in the house. In the same way your light must shine before people, so that they will see the good things you do and praise your Father in heaven.

RECEPTION OF THE PEACELIGHT:

LEADER:

This light from Bethlehem has travelled far reminding us of the light which came to a dark and fearful world when He who is the Light of the World was born. It is our prayer that this light and all those lit from it will be a sign of hope and joy in our land, in cities, towns and villages.
REPRESENTATIVES OF THE SCOUT FELLOWSHIP~ TREFOIL GUILD, GUIDES AND SCOUTS
-step forward to receive the light and say:

"We gladly receive this light as a sign of our willingness to be channels of peace, by our words and actions".

PRAYER:

Holy Child of Bethlehem, born in a stable, yet a light to all peoples, bless all who carry this peace light and all who will receive it, that your peace and joy may dwell in their hearts and homes so filling them with your love now and always.

CHOIR:
Make me a channel of Your peace.

Leader - Thought for the day.

ALL SING: Give me oil in my lamp.

Give me oil in my lamp, keep it burning,

Give me oil in my lamp I pray.

Give me oil in my lamp, keep it burning,

Keep me burning till the break of day.

Sing hosanna, sing hosanna

Sing hosanna to the King of Kings

Sing hosanna, sing hosanna

Sing hosanna to the King.

Give me joy in my heart, keep me singing,

Give me joy in my heart I pray.

Give me joy in my heart, keep me singing,

Keep me singing till the break of day.

Sing hosanna…..   

Give me love in my heart, keep me serving,

Give me love in my heart I pray.

Give me love in my heart, keep me serving,

Keep me serving till the break of day.

Sing hosanna…..   

PRAYERS:

We remember all who are sad or lonely, or those who are ill or handicapped.

So we pray.

ALL - Through us Lord let your light shine.

We remember the poor, hungry, refligees, homeless and those bewildered by life's pressures.

So we pray.

We remember those who suffer through the unkindness, hate and oppression of others.

So we pray.

We remember the anxious, the unemployed, and those who find no purpose in life.

So we pray.

We remember all in the family of Scouting and Guiding that they may live their lives in the true spirit of their law and promise.

So we pray.

READER 3:

May the kindly spirit of Christmas spread its radiance far and wide,

So all the world may feel the glow, of this Holy Christmastide.

So may this light of peace today that has travelled many miles,

Bring joy and hope to many, and fill each face with smiles.

So may every heart and home continue through the year,

To feel the warmth and wonder of this season of good cheer.

And may it bring us closer to God and to each other,

With every stranger known as friend, whether Sister or a Brother.

WE SING: to the tune Edelweiss as a link with the Austrian Scouts and Guides.

Father God up above

All your blessings surround us

Love and care, everywhere

In the world all around us.

Grant that our service may be of use

Bless the Peacelight endeavour

Father God, up above

Bless us now and forever.

PRAYER:

May the humility of the Shepherds

The perseverance of the wise men

The joy of the Angels

The peace of the Christchild

And the light of His love

Be God's gift to all

Who will receive this Peacelight

This Christmas time and always.

THE GRACE: Said by all, with actions as directed.

The Grace of the One we call Lord

The Love of God

The Fellowship of His kindly spirit

Be with us all evermore.

Guidance Advice for the Distribution of the Peace Light

Remember at all times, common sense safety measures will avoid accidents. Lamp oil may be used safely in the approved lamp.

When carrying the light in the approved container, ensure the flame is low, there is no spillage of oil/paraffin remaining on the lamp, that the two sections of lamp are securely fastened together, that the lamp is firmly fitted in the carrying case and the lid and flange securely fastened.

The lamp should be on a firm surface except when being carried. Unsupervised children should not be allowed near the lamp, or container. When on the move, endeavour to restrict movement to a minimum.

The top of the container will be warm/hot - depending on the flame, and we advise the wearing of gloves for the person removing the light, or refilling it. The side and bottom of the container will not be heated, nor will the base of the lamp.

When refilling the lamp, we recommend that the light is passed on to a candle or night light, so that the lamp is extinguished before filling. Do not over fill.

When passing the flame to another lamp or to Christingles, etc the use of a long wax taper is advisable. The top of the lamp should be replaced firmly as soon as practical.

We all hope that as the Peace Light is passed around the United Kingdom in the coming days, the message of peace to all will spread with it Go well and safely.

